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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: The painting, Ann’s Scan, is a small printed image of one of my brain scans following a Traumatic Brain Injury. The painting includes a plastic glove on the upper right corner and streaks of various colors descending from the glove and on to the brain image.
Figure 1. Ann’s Scan, 12 x 12 in., mixed media on canvas, 2018
[image: This is a square 12 x 12 in. stretched canvas composed of mixed media. In the upper right-hand corner rests a translucent plastic glove that I scavenged from a box of hair dye. Included is a fragment of scrapbook paper patterned with interlocking butterflies with pale aquamarine and salmon hues nestled or hidden inside this mounted, opaque glove. I angled the paper at 45 degrees with the fingers pointing toward a printed image of one of my post-traumatic brain injury scans, which I highlighted with rose-colored paint on the eyes, nose and smile. Luminescent scarlet and blueberry acrylic-paint bursts and drips diagonally through the fingertips of the glove, descending into the space and gathering to cocoon this rosy, egg-shaped and stylized head. The painting is off-center, adorned, and appears to be buoyantly bouncing.]
Image Description: This is a square 12 x 12 in. stretched canvas composed of mixed media. In the upper right-hand corner rests a translucent plastic glove that I scavenged from a box of hair dye. Included is a fragment of scrapbook paper patterned with interlocking butterflies with pale aquamarine and salmon hues nestled or hidden inside this mounted, opaque glove. I angled the paper at 45 degrees with the fingers pointing toward a printed image of one of my post-traumatic brain injury scans, which I highlighted with rose-colored paint on the eyes, nose and smile. Luminescent scarlet and blueberry acrylic-paint bursts and drips diagonally through the fingertips of the glove, descending into the space and gathering to cocoon this rosy, egg-shaped and stylized head. The painting is off-center, adorned, and appears to be buoyantly bouncing.
I want the viewer to imagine the streaks of paint escaping, enacting, and altering the problematic medical gaze. I am a congenital amputee who lives, works, writes, and paints with and about the consequences of surviving a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI). This canvas frames the simultaneous visual pleasure, empathy, repulsion and horror that a viewer may experience, once they know the details about my history. Understanding and accepting the shame I often felt during my recovery inspires me to aestheticize my trauma and emotional/corporeal pain. Shaming is a targeted act, yet it reverberates. Shame feels imposing, abstract and indescribable, and in this work, I attempt to confront it. I materialize shame to communicate that it is never to ‘overcome,’ by the mind nor the body, but that shame can inspire transformation.
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